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Issue Brief: Repayment of $1.8 million in swept funds

Background: The Oregon Cultural Trust was created by the Legislature in 2001, in a near unanimous vote. The Trust was established to support, stabilize and protect Oregon culture; and to enhance the lives of Oregonians by increasing opportunities to experience Oregon’s unique cultural offerings.
The Oregon Cultural Trust was created to serve as a repository of public and private funds. The Trust for Cultural Development which has accepted over 22,000 individual and corporate donations in support of culture over 12 years. The Oregon Cultural Trust is an “other funds” account, subject to statutory change. During the 2009 recession the Oregon Legislature swept $1.8 million in license plates funds from the Trust for Cultural Development Account to rebalance the General Fund budget.  These funds have not yet been repaid to the account.
Issue:  Donations to the Oregon Cultural Trust serve as a dedicated source of revenues to preserve and support cultural activities which are unique to Oregon’s identity, including our shared and individual sense of heritage, history, place, creativity and art, traditions and customs. Donors who give to the Trust must first give to a qualified cultural nonprofit. They then give a donation of an equal amount to the Cultural Trust, and are eligible for a state tax credit for that donation, within statutory limits. All moneys in the Trust for Cultural Development Account are appropriated continuously to the Oregon Business Development Department for the Arts Program for the purposes of ORS 359.400.
Position: The Oregon Cultural Trust is a uniquely Oregon concept, which partners directly with Oregonians to advance culture in our state through personal and corporate donations. The Cultural Advocacy Coalition supports the Trust as a valuable resource for Oregon’s cultural community. The Coalition affirms the tenets which underpin the Trust’s mission, as well as its economic and strategic value to the achievement of statewide policy objectives in community development, health care, jobs and education. 
The Coalition supports repayment of the $1.8 million in funds taken by the 2009 Legislature to further the mission of the Cultural Trust and to support stronger growth of the fund by rebuilding the integrity of the Trust with Oregonians who partner with the Trust in support of culture in Oregon. 
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